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MAIN
Canaan — Kezia, Freddie
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Godly vs Religious

One can be a zealous church worker, 
a talented Christian leader, a diligent 
parent, leading COOL or preaching 
sermons, but none of these things 
matter if, at the same time, he or she 
is not a godly person. This person 
may be called a religious person, 
but perhaps not equally as a godly 
person. What is the difference 
between the two? What does it mean 
to be a godly person?

I personally think being “religious” 
and “godly” is different, regardless if 
you look in the dictionary those two 
words are closely related. One can 
be a religious person but not godly 
(merely doing activities seen from 
the outside but his or her heart is not 
attached with the Lord), whilst a godly 
person by nature is also a religious 
person (voluntarily doing the good 
works and the rituals as fruits of his 
or her faith). To be godly means we 
reflect the characters of God, just 
like the original design God created 

us before sin entered (Genesis 1:27).
 
There is one godly man among many 
in the Bible and his name is Enoch. 
In a short three-verse summary of 
his life in Genesis 5:21-24, he was 
described as one who “walked 
with God”.  In Hebrew 11, his name 
is also mentioned as “one who 
pleased God” (verse 5). Truly there 
is no higher compliment to a Christian 
other than to be referred as such!

Enoch’s life must be centered in God 
and he enjoyed his relationship with 
Him, he is devoted towards God. 
Devotion always results in action, not 
merely an emotional feeling about 
God. Devotion is also more than just 
our private time reading the Bible and 
praying (which we call the practice 
as ‘devotions’). It is more towards our 
attitude; the way we fear Him, love 
Him, desire Him.

All of these are what make being 
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religious and godly different. We may 
be busy with God’s works, but are 
devoted to the ministry and not to the 
Lord Himself. 
 
Godliness is crucial in our spiritual 
growth. Peter mentioned in 2 Peter 1 for 
us to supplement our faith with many 
virtues and one of them is godliness 
(verse 6). “The more you grow like 
this, the more productive and useful 
you will be in your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (verse 8). 

The “secret” that enables us to do so 
is the key words in the beginning of 
verse 5, “for this very reason”. What 
is “this reason”? The previous verse 
apparently explained to us that God’s 
promise enables us to share His 
divine nature.

My pastor gave a good illustration 
regarding this, that “an eagle learns to 
fly not in order to become an eagle. 
But because it is a bird, and by nature 
birds can fly!”. When we receive 
salvation in Christ, our corrupted 

nature has died! To be godly and to 
live like Christ is now our new nature! 

I find this is a liberating truth! 
 
Netflix, Korean dramas, worldly 
entertainment, music, magazines, 
social media are not necessarily “bad 
things”. Yet when our life is filled with 
these things more than God’s own 
words, thoughts about Him, time to 
seek and be in fellowship with Him, 
how could we expect to be a godly 
person? First of all, they rarely or 
almost never discuss and mention 
about the Lord Himself! They offer a 
worldview without God in it! 

John Piper explained it very well in his 
interview “What Do My Entertainment 
Habits Reveal About My Soul?”:

“Or to say it with more precision: He’s 
not presented at all. It’s an absolute 
void. I used to say, back when people 
read newspapers, that you opened the 
Star Tribune and you go page, page, 
page, page, page. Here’s a whole 
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section on business, here’s a section 
on leisure, here’s a section on travel, 
here’s a section on sports — a whole 
section on sports — zero sections 
on God, not one paragraph on God. 
I mean, the most important reality in 
the universe gets zero attention in 
the newspaper. The same would be 
true of most movies… If He does get 
presented, He’s presented in a way 
that does not inflame our love for Him, 
but questions His reality and His use”. 

Yes, I believe godliness is the work of 
the Holy Spirit in us, it is not by our 
own will power. Yet I also believe 
that humans are creatures of habit. 
The more we make the practice of 
godliness (walking with God, be in 
close communion with Him each day) 
our habit of life, the more we reflect His 
characters and draw closer towards 
Him, and not to the world. 
 
Paul advised Timothy the same advice 
we need to follow, “But you, man of 
God, .. pursue godliness…”(1 Timothy 
6:11). The word “pursue” indicating 

unrelenting, persevering effort. It is 
not something to be achieved in just 
days, or even months and years. It 
requires our lifetime perseverance 
and commitment, just like a marathon 
runner aiming for the reward!

Good news is we don’t need any 
special talent or equipment! God has 
given to each one of us “everything 
we need for life and godliness” (2 
Peter 1:3), what a wonderful news! 
As I read the following sentence from 
Bible.org, “The most ordinary Christian 
has all that he needs, and the most 
talented Christian use same means in 
practice of godliness”. 

We have had it all; we have what we 
need to be a godly man and woman. 
Let’s make growing in godliness our 
goal every day!
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Musician — Raynaldo Ali
Multimedia — Budi Sendjaja
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The greater the privileges we 
enjoy the greater is our danger 
if we do not improve them and 

live up to them.
MATTHEW HENRY


